
HONORS ENGLISH Grade 10

TCPA SUMMER READING ACTIVITY

The Five People You Meet in Heaven

Sophomores

DUE DATE:  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2022 (to your English teacher)

1. Choose 4 questions from the list of  7 below.

2. Answer each one with correct spelling, punctuation, and at least 5

sentences.

3. *** QUESTION 8 IS MANDATORY and must be completed to receive

credit for this assignment.

4. Record your answers on a Google document or on paper.

1. Eddie exists in a “weary state of acceptance” (5). Explain what Albom means by this

statement. How did Eddie come to be in this state?

2. The author divulges important information about Eddie’s life by detailing 15 of his

birthdays. How does this interesting device illuminate Eddie’s character? Do you like

Eddie? Why or why not?

3. What does Eddie’s relationship with Dominguez reveal about his character?

5. Explain Eddie’s volatile relationship with his father. How does it affect the reader’s

opinions about Eddie?

6. Albom writes: “People say they ‘find’ love, as if it were an object by a rock. But love

takes many forms, and it is never the same for any man and woman. What people find

then is a certain love” (155). Discuss Albom’s idea of love. What kind of love did Eddie

and Marguerite share?

7. When Eddie is with Marguerite, he “as always…mostly wants to freeze time” (78).

Explain three memories they shared as a married couple that are FROZEN in Eddie’s

mind, even when he sees her again in heaven.

8. Reflect on the THEMES in the novel.  They are:

1. Sacrifice

2. Releasing misplaced anger

3. Lost Love

4. Finding a purpose in the mundane

5. Communication in relationships

Choose TWO themes and explain how one of the characters in the novel

makes this idea TRUE for Eddie.

Pick a REAL person from either your past or present that has taught you

one of the themes and explain how/why in a paragraph that is at least 7

sentences.



HONORS GRADE 10

***CHOOSE 4 QUESTIONS BELOW AND ANSWER EACH IN 3-5

SENTENCES

***YOU MUST WRITE THE QUESTIONS YOU ARE CHOOSING FOR FULL

CREDIT.

1.According to the Blue Man, what is the purpose of heaven and how does it tie into the
title: The Five People You Meet in Heaven? (pg. 35) (important to the novel’s theme)

2. Explain what the Blue Man meant when he said to Eddie, “We are all connected. That
you can no more separate one life from another than you can separate a breeze from the
wind. (pgs. 48-49)

3. What do you believe the Blue Man meant when he said to Eddie, “Strangers are just
family you have yet to come to know”? (pg. 49)

4. Why does Eddie decide to sign up and go to war? (pgs. 57-60) (It is not stated clearly
and it is partly your opinion based upon what you know of Eddie).

5. What did the Captain mean when he said, “Sometimes when you sacrifice something
precious, you’re really not losing it. You’re just passing it on to someone else”? (pg. 94)

6. What had the Captain been waiting for that Eddie gave him? Why do you think this
was important to the Captain? (p. 94)

7. Do you agree with the statement that: “All parents damage their children. It cannot
be helped”? (pg. 104) Explain.

8. When Eddie held up his hands, showing his dying father his grease-stained fingertips,
what was he “saying” to his father? (pg. 125-126)

9. What events does Eddie keep “stepping” into? (pg. 147-149)

10. Did Eddie’s wife, Marguerite, already meet her five people? (pg. 157)

11. What is one, old warm feeling that Eddie had missed for years, but found again in
Heaven? (pg. 170)

12. Eddie’s wife tells him, “Lost love is still love, Eddie. It takes a different form, that’s
all”, what does she mean? (pgs. 173-174)

13. What was the darkness that shadowed Eddie all the years of his life after the war?
Did he deserve that guilt? Why/Why not? (pg. 188)

14. What does the Tala reveal to Eddie, when he tries to explain that he was a nothing
person and his life was nothing? (pg. 191).




